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Statues  of 
Abraham  Lincoln 


Charles  Keck 
Miscellanea 


Excerpts  from  newspapers  and  other 

sources 


From  the  files  of  the 
Lincoln  Financial  Foundation  Collection 


7/.  Hoos.   oiS.  01811 


"UP   FROM   SLAVERY"  might  be   the  title  of  this   s« 
statue    of    Booker    T.    Washington,   great    leader    and    educat 
colored  people,  which  was  unveiled  on  April  5  at  Tuskegee-^'cv 
the  school  he  founded  in  Alabama.    The  statue  is  the  work  of  vf 
Keck,  who  is  shown  standing  beside  the  clay  cast. 
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(. IMiotoKrai.li   copyright  by   Underwood  &   Underwood.) 


Kansas  CUy.  BlQ-  81*1   TO„  ' 
KQYt  S3i  l%&  — -  *2! 

TO  DEPIlft^ARLY  WEST 


CHARLES   KECK   WILL   DESIGN   ART 
GALLERY   DOORS. 


-to   Tell   Knnsns   City   HU- 
tory    in    Great    Bronze    Mor- 
tals of  Monumental 
Building. 


Charles  Keck,  in  his  youth  assistant 
to  Augustus  St.  Gaudens  and  him- 
self a  sculptor  of  recognized  com- 
petency, will  shape  into  enduring 
bronze  something  of  Kansas  City  and 
the  early  West,  scenes  that  will  be 
cast  into  the  great  doors  of  the  art, 
gallery  whose  frame  is  beginning  to 
be  outlined  on  the  old  Oak  Hall  site. 

There  will  be  six  pairs  of  large 
doors  in  single  castings.  The  con- 
tract for  the  doors,  for  bronze  trim  in 
the  doorways,  for  grills  and  the  ele- 
vator doors  has  been  let  to  the  Gor- 
ham  Manufacturing  Company  of 
Providence,  R.  I.  The  contract  is 
something  under  $100,000.  It  provides 
that  the  modeling  be  done  in  tha 
Keck  studios. 

There  will  be  four  large  figure  pan- 
els, with  smaller  panels  laid  out  for 
twenty-four  scenes.  A  study  of  Kan- 
sas City  history  is  undet  way  now  to 
develop  scenes  fitting /of  a  perma* 
I  nent  preservation  in  the  bronze  of  the 
I  art  gallery. 

I  Charles  Keck  haf^  an  associate,  a 
Western  man,  busy  now  with  research 
I  that  soon  will  be  called  into  use.  The 
:  architectural  work  on  the  doors  will 
|  be  developed  by  a  brother,  Max 
Keck. 

I  The  doors  of  the  William  Rockhill 
Nelson  Gallery  of  Art  will  be  orna- 
mented with  a  number  of  glass  jew- 
els, each  inserted  in  a  separate  cusp. 

Charles  Keck  is  working  now  on  a 
statue  of  Lincoln.  His  works  include 
the  George  Wasnmgton  monument  in 
Buenos  Aires,  the  Lewis  and  Clark 
monument  at  Charlottesville,  Va.,  an 
equestrian  monument  of  Stonewall 
Jackson  in  the  same  city,  a  Booker  T. 
Washington  monument  at  Tuskegee, 
Ala.,  America's  "friendship  ffionTT- 
ffTeW*»in  Rio  Janeiro,  the  Soldiers' 
memorial  in  Brooklyn  and  other  post- 
war memorials. 

Members  of  the  architectural  firm 
of  Wight  &  Wight  from  the  start 
have  attached  great  importance  to 
having  the  art  gallery's  architectural 
detail  and  adornment  of  the  very 
highest  order.  It  is  held  that  a  build- 
ing to  house  rare  works  of  art  should 
itself  portray  architectural  and  al- 
lied arts  at  their  best. 

In  the  Swope  memorial  in  Swope 
Park,  Wight  &  Wight  called  upon 
Charles  Keck  for  the  bronze.  The 
granite  lions  at  that  memorial  also 
are  his.  —««*a — -— 


January  17,  1931 


Mr.  Frederick  H.  Meserve 
79  Leonard  street 
lew  Tork,  '&#% 

My  d  ear  Mr.  Heserve: 


i 


■ 


I  agree  with  you  that  the  study   of  Lincoln  by 
Mr,  Charles  Seek  Is  one  of  the  really  fine  pieces  of  art 
which  has  been  inspire^ by  Lincoln, 

Although  I  do  not  know  who  is  responsible  for 
Mr.  Keek's  disappointment,  I  do  trust  that  statue  ^ay 
come  to  Indiana. 

Inasmuch  as  our  own  Company  has  given  Paul  ^anship 
of  Hew  Tork  a  cobles! on  of  $75,000  for  his  heroic  statue  of 
Lincoln,  which  is  to  be  completed  next  fall,  of  course,  we 
would  not  be  in  the  market  for  another  statue  of  Lincoln. 

I  learned  some  tins©  ago  that  a  certain  individual 
left  a  bequest  in  his  will  to  set  aside  $1:,000  for  the 
erection  of  a  bronze  statue  to  Abraham  Lincoln  in  the  state 
of  Indiana.  It  is  barely  possible  that  I  may  be  able  to 
place  one  of  these  statues  for  vr.  Keck  if  the  contract  price 
would  permit. 

I  have  had  no  correspondence  whatever  with  the  bank 
which  is  the  trustee  of  the  estate,  but  If  you  feel  it  would 
be  worth  while  and  the  contr?*ct  price  would  permit,  I  should 
be  glad  to  take  up  the  matter  direct. 

Please  let  me  herr  from  you  at  your  ear"!  lest 
convenience. 

Re  soect  frilly  yours. 


i 


\ 


Director 
Lincoln  Historical  Research  Foundation 


LAW: SB 


I 


A  few  of  the  350  pieces  of  sculpture  In  wood,  stone,  plaster  and 
bronze  ready  for  view  today  on  the  east  terraces  of  the  Art  Museum. 
The  exhibition,  is  considered  one  of  the  most  Important  of  the  year, 
and  represents  seven  foreign  countries  as  well  as  America.  The  purpose 
of  the  exhibition  is  to  chftose  six  artists  to  execute  statues  for  the  Ellen 
Phillips  Samuel  Memorial  on  East  River  drive.  The  statue  at  upper 
.  left,  at  which  the  three  puzzled  boys  are  staring  is  a  bit  of 
cubist  art  called  "Sailor  and  Sweetheart,"  by  Cbana  Orloff.  The  boys 
are  John  Maglowych,  2339  Fairmount  ave.;  Thomas  Hart,  2536  Swain 
St.,  and  Joseph  Kolkelnyh.  of  Glrard  College.  To  the  right  is  "Diana," 
by  Edward  McCarton.  while  below  Is  the  "Lincoln"  of  Charles  Keck.  Jean 
Rodney  Custer,  one  year  old,  of  Pottstown,  who  is  standing  by  the 
statue  of  the  Great  Emancipator,  was  one  of  the  youngest  of  the  spec- 
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NATION    WILL    HONOR   MEMORY  OF  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN 

Tomorrow  the  American  people  will  celebrate  the  125th  anniversary  of  the  birth  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  Civil  War  President. 
Abqve  is  a  view  of  the  Charles  Keck  statue  of  the  Great  Emancipator  photographed  when  it  was  exhibited  in  front  of  the 


0:    -y  '   /      /       /      /    ,*    /f  ~  ■ -*    Art  Museum  dt  the  head  of  the  Parkway, 
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THE   YOUNG   SOLDIER 
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-sa- 
llow Abrohom  Lincoln  Helped 

THERE  once  lived  a  little  girl  in 
a  little  town  in  New  York  State. 
She  lived  with  her  father  and  her 
mother  and  her  brothers  in  a  real, 
old-fashioned,  homey  home,  where 
guests  liked  to  come.  One  of  the 
guests  who  liked  to  come  was  the 
great  Abraham  Lincoln,  President  of 
the  United  States. 

The    little    girl    was    always    very 
happy   when  he  came  and   she  used 


LI  NCOLN  I  AN  A 

Interesting   Bits  About  The  Great  Emancipator 


to  like  to  sit  on  his  lap  and  talk  to 
him.  She  called  him  "Uncle  Abe," 
and  he  often  called  her  "Sissie," 
though  her  right  name  was  Julia. 

One  time,  when  the  President  was 
visiting  at  Julia's  home,  Julia  was 
counting  the  money  in  her  missionary 
box.  Mr.  Lincoln  watched  her  for  a 
moment,  and  then  asked,  "What  are 
you  doing  over   there?" 

"I'm  counting  my  missionary 
money,  Uncle  Abe,"  replied  Julia. 

Mr.    Lincoln   put   his   hand   in  his 


a  shining  coin  out  of  his  pocket,  hold- 
ing it  out  to  the  little  girl. 

"There,  Julia,"  he  said,  "now  you've 
earned  your  missionary  money." 
"Oh,  thank  you,  Uncle  Abe!" 
And  then  he  went  away  on  the 
train,  and  Julia  ran  home  with  the 
shining  coin  clutched  tight  in  her 
hand.  She  thought  it  was  the  very 
brightest  penny  she  had  ever  seen, 
and  she  hurried  to  put  it  into  the 
missionary  box,  where  it  would  be 
safe  and  sound. 


Portrait  of  the  statue  of  Abraham   Lincoln  by  Charles  Kick,  silhouetted  against 

the  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  skyline.  wide  world  photo. 


pocket  and  pulled  out  something  and 
held  it  toward  Julia.  Julia  drew  back 
her  box. 

"Oh,  no,  I  can't  take  that,  Uncle 
Abe!"  she  said  earnestly.  "I  have  two 
earn  all  the  money  I  put  in  this  box." 

The  next  day,  when  he  was  ready  to 
start  for  the  train,  he  said  to  Julia: 
"I  wonder  if  you  wouldn't  walk  down 
to  the  depot  with  me,  Julia?" 

As  they  started  down  the  street  to- 
gether, Abraham  Lincoln  shifted  his 
valise  to  the  other  hand.  It  was  an 
old-fashioned  valise  with  two  handles. 

"Do  you  suppose,"  he  said,  "that 
you  could  help  me  carry  my  valise? 
It's   pretty   heavy." 

Julia  took  hold  of  one  of  the 
handles,  and  they  carried  it  between 
them  all  the  way  to  the  depot,  talking 
gaily  as  they  went.  At  the  depot  the 
President  took  the  valise,  and  pulled 


The  next  Sunday,  at  Sunday-school, 
the  missionary  boxes  were  opened. 

"How  much  money  did  you  have  in 
your  missionary  box,  Julia?"  asked 
the  superintendent. 

"Eighty-two  cents,"  answered  the 
little  girl  without  hesitation. 

"Are  you  sure  that  was  aH  you 
had?  Where  did  this  come  from?" 
she  was  asked,  and  she  saw  the 
bright  penny  that  the  President  had 
given  her. 

"Oh,  that's  the  money  Uncle  Abe 
gave  me!"  she  answered  eagerly.  "I 
earned  it  helping  him  carry  his 
valise." 

The  shining  coin  was  a  five-dollar 
gold  piece,  and  this  is  a  true  story  of 
how  Abraham  Lincoln  helped  a  little 
girl  to  earn  her  missionary  money.  I 
know  that  it  is  true,  because  the  little 
girl,  who  is  a  little  girl  no  longer, 
told  me  the  story  herself. 


?lfar.fcg  $&***  tfomttf  £>txje.et 


Dr.  Louis  A.  Warren,  Director,  September  27,  1939. 

Lincoln  National  Foundation, 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana. 


Dear  Dr.  Warren: 

Both  Mrs.  Keck  and  I  enjoyed  very  much  hearing  your  very 
illuminating  talk  at  the  unveiling  of  the  Lincoln  as  I  am  sure  every- 
one did  that  was  present.   There  were  many  things  wnich  you  said 
with  which  I  was  not  fully  acquainted. 

Your  thought  of  calling  this  Lincoln  the  "Thanksgiving 
Lincoln"  is  a  very  happy  one  and  very  appropriate  for  the  reasons 
which  you  mentioned  in  your  talk. 

The  setting,  I  am  exceedingly  happy  about.   This  huge 
apse  that  was  built  by  the  Creator  is  a  fitting  shrine  in  which  to 
place  the  monument.   Lincoln,  to  my  mind,  was  essentially  an  out 
door  man.   He  was  religious  in  spirit  and  nothing  could  be  more 
fitting  than  to  place  him  in  a  Cathedral  erected  by  God. 

I  am  sure  that  everyone  was  well  pleased  with  the  way 
the  unveiling  was  carried  out  and  that  they  also  appreciated  the 
monument.   The  trip  to  the  old  Ship  Church  with  so  many  historical 
events  connected  with  it,  was  also  very  enjoyable. 

We  were  both  delighted  to  have  you  come  along  with  us  to 
Worcester,  and  I  hope  that  you  did  not  find  any  difficulty  in  getting 
to  your  destination  from  the  Railroad  Station  where  we  left  you.   It 
would  please  me  greatly  to  have  a  copy  of  your  address  at  the  unveil- 
ing.  I  understand  that  it  was  to  be  published  in  the  Boston  paper 
but  I  was  not  able  to  get  the  edition  in  which  it  appeared.   If  you 
oould  let  me  know  in  what  edition  it  was,  I  will  send  for  one. 

Since  our  talk  about  the  "Father  and  Son  Lincoln"  I  have 
been  thinking  a  great  deal  about  this.   It  seems  to  me  that  the 
gentle  fatherly  side  of  Lincoln*  s  character  has  not  yet  been  por- 
trayed, at  least  not  in  Sculpture.    I  have  formulated  an  idea  as 
to  the  manner  in  which  it  might  be  done  very  beautifully  but  I  would 
like  to  see  what  you  had  in  mind,  and  I  await  with  interest  the  pic- 
ture about  ■vhich  you  spoke  and  which  you  said  you  would  send  me. 

That  great,  kind, loving,  thoughtful  soul  that  Lincoln 
possessed  is  something  that  I  should  like  to  immortalize  more  thorough- 
ly in  bronze.    I  am  happy  that  what  I  have  already  done  has  been 
highly  aopreciated  by  those  most  capable  of  judging,  but  there  is 


poxfcg;  JSS*sl.  SeriHj  jg.bte.el 


Dr.  Louis  A.  Warren,  Director 2 


something  so  lofty  in  his  character  and  spirit  that  I  am  determined 
to  re-create  a  Lincoln  that  will,  for  all  times  be  "The  Lincoln". 
This  man,  to  my  mind  was  the  closest  to  our  Saviour  that  mortal  man 
can  be . 

I  hope  that  you  had  a  very  pleasant  trip  to  your  hone 
in  Fort  Wayne,  and  remain  with  kindest  regards,  in  which  Mrs.  Keck 
joins  me. 

Yours  sincerely, 


<£&4/L<cio  ^/<^tc^ 


October  3,  1939 


Mr.  Ch  rles  Keck 
40  West  Tenth  Street 
New  York,  New  York 

My  dear  Mr.  Keck! 

Thank  you  for  your  kind  letter  of  September  27 
and  I  assure  you  it  was  a  pleasure  to  enjoy  the  company 
of  both  you  and  Mrs.  Keck  during  the  Hingham  visit. 

I  am  especially  appreciative  of  your  kindness 
in  returning  me  to  Worcester  and  my  connection  at  the 
depot  with  my  cousins  was  satisfactory  and  I  was  soon 
with  them  after  leaving  you. 

You  will  please  find  enclosed  a  painting  of 
HFather  and  Son"  to  which  I  called  your  attention,  as 
we  had  it  reproduced,  and  also  a  picture  of  the  Pickett 
plaqum  which  T  mentioned ,  and  you  would  render  us  a  great 
service  indeed  if  you  could  give  us  any  information  about 
this  man  Pickett. 

Thanking  you  again  for  your  many  courtesies 
extended  at  Hingham,  I  am 

Very  truly  yours, 


LAW:EB  Director 

Enc. 


$fxxxh%  W-z&t  (fTjnxtJtj  <$bcx.zl 


Dr.  Louis  A.  Warren,  January  12,  1940, 

The  Lincoln:  National  Life  Foundation, 
Fort  Wayne,  Inoiana. 


Lear  Dr.  Warren: 

I  want  to  thank  you  for  the  great  help  that  you 
have  given  me  in  the  sketches  which  I  made  of  Lincoln  with 
his  son  Tad.    I  am  sure  that  "both  groups  have  been  great- 
ly improved  through  your  suggestions.    I  have  looked  at 
them  in  New  York  tnd  they  look  to  me  even  better  here  than 
when  I  left  you  at  Fort  Wayne. 

I  have  started  working  on  a  Lincoln  about  the 
size  of  the  seated  one.   This  makes  it  possible  for  me  to 
work  in  detail  more  closely  and  to  get  the  expression  and 
feeling  that  I  am  determined  to  get. 

It  was  a  great  inspiration  to  work  with  you  in 
surroundings  that  are  so  helpful  in  getting  the  inner  life 
of  Lincoln.   With  the  inspiration  which  I  received  from 
my  visit  ?nd  talk  with  you,  I  am  confident  that  I  am  able 
to  produce  a  Lincoln  that  is  better  than  anything  that  I 
have  done  before,  and  I  would  feel  it  the  crowning  glory 
of  my  career  if  I  am  able  to  produce  the  Lincoln  of  all 
time. 

I  had  an  opportunity  to  talk  to  Mr.  Witt  in 
Cleveland  who  feels  that  the  "Lonely  Lincoln"  would  be  the 
great  Lincoln.    He  stated  that  after  Saint  Gaud. en*  s  Lincoln 
he  considered  mine  the  best  and  it  came  as  close  to  the  Lone- 
ly Lincoln  as  any  thus  far  created. 

Please  accept  my  thanks  for  your  kindness.   I 
hope  that  when  you  come  to  New  York  and  can  spare  the  time 
that  you  will  give  me  the  pleasure  of  a  visit,  and  further  in- 
spire me  to  create  what  I  hope  to  create.   I  was  not  able  to 
present  the  letter  to  Mr.  "Packard,  which  you  gave  me,  but  on 
my  next  visit  to  Cleveland  I  will  make  a  further  effort  to 
see  him. 

Sincerely  yours, 


^i^<^tyCCO   ^7<CcJL 


)>. 


Tr.  Louis  A.  Warren,  December  18,  1940. 

National  Lincoln  Life  Foundation, 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana. 


Dear  Dr.  Warren: 

Ever  since  I  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you  at 
Fort  Wayne,  I  have  been  working  on  three  different  designs  the 
size  of  the  seated  Lincoln  which  you  have.    I  find  the  work 
exceedingly  interesting,  and  have  juggled  the  figures,  it 
seems  to  me  a  thousand  different  ways.   The  subject  is  not  an 
easy  one  but  I  believe  that  I  have  three  interesting  groups 
which  I  would  be  very  happy  to  have  you  see.   They  are  too 
large  to  transfer  to  Fort  Wayne,  and  I  have  been  wondering 
whether  you  would  mind  stopping  in  some  time  when  you  are  in 
Few  York. 

The  reason  for  the  apparent  delay  was  that  I 
wanted  to  have  something  worth  while.   Last  Monday  I  asked  Mr. 
Meserve  to  stop  in  and  give  me  his  impression  and  criticism, 
which  he  was  very  happy  to  do.   He  stayed  with  me  about  two 
hours  and  mace  some  very  excellent  suggestions,  and  I  am  cer- 
tain that  he  likes  all  three  of  the  groups.   He  promised  to 
come  again  just  as  soon  as  I  have  the  figures  adjusted  again. 

I  d  oubt  if  any  sculptor  has  ever  had  the  keen 
interest  in  doing  Lincoln  that  I  have.   I  have  determined  to 
make  "THE"  Lincoln  of  all  times,  and  with  your  help,  which  you 
have  so  kindly  offered  to  give  me  and  that  of  Mr.  Meserve,  I 
am  sure  the  result  I  am  striving  for  I  shall  be  able  to  attain. 
Surely  no  one  has  the  knowledge  of  Lincoln  that  you  and  Mr. 
Me  serve  have. 

With  best  wishes  for  a  very  merry  Ohristmas  and 
a  happy  New  Year  to  you  and  your  family. 

Sincerely  yours, 


7^Z^^ 


December  23 ,  19^0 


Mr.  Charles  Keck 
1(0  Vest  Tenth  St. 
Hew  Tork  K.  Y* 

My  dear  Mr*  Kecks 

I  am  indeed  glad  to  hear  that  you  have  done 
work  on  your  Lincoln  and  Tad  portrait  In  bronze. 

X  regret  exceedingly  that  X  will  not  he  In  Hew  York 
In  the  Tory  near  future  as  X  start  for  the  Western  Coast  the 
first  of  the  year  and  will  he  In  California  nearly  5  months. 

When  you  feel  that  your  studies  are  far  enough  advanced 
to  have  then  photographed  ,  I  should  like  very  amah  to  hare 
some  copies  available  for  display,  which  might  eventually  bring 
you  a  commission  for  one  of  them. 

Tory  truly  yours, 


Director 


lAVtSB 


~L. 


240  Church  Street 

NEW  YORK 


May  19,   1941 


Dr.   Louis  A.  Warren 

Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 

Fo  rt  Wayne ,   I nd i  ana 

Dear  Dr.  Warren: 

I  have  recently  been  again  to  see  my  good  friend 
Charles  Keck,  the  eminent  sculptor,  who  is  making  three  models 
of  LINCOLN  AND  TAD.   I  think  you  had  something  to  do  with  his 
elaboration  of  an  idea. 

He  is  also  at  work  on  a  young  Lincoln,  which  I 
think  will  be  a  masterpiece  in  its  conception. 

If  you  are  not  coming  here  I  wonder  if  you  would 
like  to  see  photographs  of  these  clay  figures  while  they  are  be- 
ginning to  grow,  although  as  they  do  grow  they  will  be  changed 
and  improved  by  the  addition  of  real  portrait  faces  and  smooth 
outlines  will  take  the  place  of  suggestions. 

Knowing  that  I  know  you  very  well  Mr.  Keck  asked 
me  if  I  would  write  you. 

With  best  regards, 

Truly  yours, 


J*~\. 


F.  H.  Me  serve 
FEM-q 


May  20,  l$kl 


Mr*  F.  &•  Meserve 
2^0  Church  St. 
Hew  York,  IT,  X* 

1^  dear  Mr*  Msserves 

Indeed  we  would  be  glad  to  see  pictures 
of  the  models  of  Mr*  Keek's  new  work  as  they  progress 
«nd  I  recall  very  well  that  he  worked  for  a  day  or  two 
In  our  Jbun&ation  bore  with  the  preliminary  studies* 

Bar  are  you  coming  on  your  new  supple- 
ment? flftve  you  eight  photographs  which  you  feel  would 
he  available? 

This  week  X  have  Just  gotten  out  a  Lincoln 
Lore  on  stereoscopic  prints  of  Abraham  Lincoln  which  I 
think  you  will  enjoy  reading  and  I  would  like  to  have 
your  comments  upon  the  article* 

X  go  off  for  ahout  three  or  four  days 
this  week  and  then  will  he  pretty  permanently  here  in 
Tort  Vayne  during  the  summer  at  which  time  X  will  he  glad 
to  assist  you  in  any  way  I  can  with  Whatever  you  may  con- 
template with  respect  to  the  supplement  or  other  editions 
of  your  portrait* 

Tory  truly  yours, 


LAWsBST 


Director 


gpwei^  ffifteal  afeaaciij  gMxaeJt 


Dr.  Louis  A.  Warren,  June  2,  1941. 

The  Lincoln  national  Life  Ins.  Go., 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana. 


Lear  Dr.  Warren: 

Since  you  were  kind  enough  to  express  the  thought 
to  me  that  you  would  like  to  see  Lincoln  represented  with  his  son 
Tad,  in  which  might  be  sup^erted  the  humorous  side  of  Lincoln  and 
his  great  love  for  childhood,  I  have  been  thinking  of  this  subject 
in  the  hope  thi  t  I  might  find  a  solution  thnt  would  tie  a  sure  up  to 
the  fine  sentiments  which  you  expressed  to  me  on  our  motor  trip 
from  Hingham  to  your  home  in  Massachusetts. 

I  made  three  sketches  of  this  subject  in  order 
that  I  might  develop  the  very  best  within  me.   I  usually  took  the 
one  which  I  thought  had  the  least  merit  and  worked  on   that,  keeping 
the  other  two  covered  ~antil  the  poorer  one  became  the  best  and  pro- 
ceeded in  this  manr  %r  until  I  finally  arrived  at  the  three  of  which 
I  am  sending  you  photographs.  There  is  a  fourth  of  a  young  Lincoln 
which  I  have  made,  and  which  I  feel  would  be  a  very  good  solution 
of  this  problem. 

I  asked  Mr.  Me serve  if  he  would  Kindly  visit  Tie  at 
my  Studio  to  express  his  opinion  of  these  sketches.   He  was  very  en- 
thusiastic about  them  all,  and  made  some  very  valuable  suggestions, 
and  stated  that  he  would  write  to  you. 

I  became -so  intensely  interested  in  this  subject, 
and.  while  I  have  made  a  Lincoln  which  you  have  admired,  the  ambition 
of  my  life  is  to  make  The  Lincoln  of  all  times.   Study  of  Lincoln 
as  I  have  in  recent  days  has  helped  me  greatly  to  appreciate  his 
great  goodness,  that  it  seems  almost  like  reac ing  a  passage  from  the 
Bible. 

You  stated  to  me  that  you  had  no  definite  place  in 
mind  for  a  monument  of  this  kind,  and  it  was  not  v.ith  any  idea  of 
placing  you  in  an  embarrassing  position  that  I  made  these,  but  if  you 
like  them  and  someone  should  desire  a  Lincoln  of  this  kind,  I  am  sure 
I  have  a  friend  to  help  me.   The  joy  of  creating  them  in  itself  has 
been  compensation  enough,  but  needless  to  say  I  am  in  the  business, 
and  I  would  love  to  do  one  of  them  some  time. 

These  are  only  sketches.   There  is  no  attempt  at 
portraiture,  and.  any  suggestions  that  you  may  wish  to  make,  I  would 
greatly  appreciate. 


2foxk%  Mx^i.  ft-Kxxltf  gkxxzi. 


Dr.  Louis  A.  TTarren 2 


When  you  are  in  New  Yorfc  and  can  spare  the  time, 
v/ill  ;rou  Please  stop  in  so  that  I  may  show  you  these  sketches? 
I  believe  that  they  will  give  you  a  better  impression  than  the 
photographs. 

I    trust   that  jrou  are  well  and  remain  v/ith  kincest 
regard sf 


Yours   sincerely, 


— — — — 


I 





1        II — 


5-t 


Jane  h,   19U 


Mr.  Charles  Keck 
40  V.  10th  St. 
3f«v  York,  If .  I. 

Hjr  dear  Mr*  Kaeka 

I  an  greatly  pleased  with  your 
studies  of  Abraham  Lincoln  ana  think  you  hare 
done  r«narkahly  fine  vork  In  a  field  that  has 
not  ooen  so  far  explored* 

Ws  should  toe  most  nappy  Indeed 
to  keep  those  pictures  oe!*ore  us  and  If  occasion 
permits,  will  not  Jail  to  sail  attention  to  the 
availability  of  these  studies  In  Intense. 

fsry  truly  yours* 


LflTiBST  Director 


Dr.  Louis  A.  Warren,  Director,  July  8,  1941. 

Lincoln  ITational  Life  Foundation, 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana. 


Dear  Dr.  Warren: 

I  received  your  letter  of  June  4th  and  wish 
to  express  my  appreciation  of  your  kind  words  in  regard  to 
the  studies  which  I  have  made  of  Lincoln.   You  may  keep  the 
pictures  and  put  them  to  any  use  that  you  care  to. 

A  photograph  rarely  does  justice  to  a  piece 
of  sculpture.   These  photographs  were  amateur  ones  taken  "by 
my  son,  and  were  merely  intended  to  give  you  an  idea  of 
vhat  I  was  doing.   I  hope  that  .you  will  honor  me  with  a  visit 
whenever  you  are  in  ITew  York  so  that  I  may  have  the  benefit  of 
your  thoughts  on  these  compositions. 

It  was  on  your  suggestion  that  I  started  to 
work  on  these,  and  I  am  sure  that  you  have  some  very  good  thoughts 
in  the  matter  which  I  would  like  to  put  into  these  sketches. 
'Von' t  you  please  come  in  some  time  and  see  me? 

I  regret  the  long  delay  in  answering  your  letter, 
but  I  have  been  put  under  pressure  by  a  monument  which  I  have 
to  complete  within  a  very  short  time,  and  I  have  therefore  put 
aside  many  of  the  things  which  I  should  have  attended  to  some 
time  ago. 

I  trust  that  you  are  well,  and  remain  with 
kindest  regards, 


Yours  sincerely, 


^^d  y^&/ 


Juno  22,    1976 

Ms.    Doris  J.    Ranney 

Mrs.   Mary  Jnne  llubler 


The  Lincoln  statuette  sculptured  by  Charles  KecV.  was  given  to  the 
Lincoln  National   Life  Foundation  in   1939  by  Mr.   Keck   in   appreciation 
of  the  voluntary  interest  generated  by  Dr.    Louis  A.   Warren,   Director 
of  the  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation  at  that  time^iin  having  a 
replica  of  the  heroic  bronze  statue  of  Lincoln  which  Keck  sculptured 
for  Wabash,    Indiana,  placed  in  Uingham,  Massachusetts. 

Fnclosed  is   Lincoln  Lore  bulletin  9   341  which  contains  a  brief 
biography  of  Charles  Keck. 


THE 

LINCOLN  NATIONAL 

LIFE  INSURANCE 

COMPANY 


VOLUME:  42 


[GROUP  DIVISION  EVENTS] 


DATE:     July  2,  1976 


CUSTOMER  APPRECIATION  AND  RECOGNITION  EXHIBIT 


We  would  like  to  extend  a  very  special  thank  you  to  the  Lincoln  National  Museum  personnel 
for  allowing  us  to  exhibit  the  Lincoln  statuette  which  appeared  on  our  C.A.R.E.  display  from 
June  21  through  June  24.  This  statuette  was  scupltured  by  Charles  Keck  and  presented  to 
Lincoln  National  in  1939  by  Mr.  Keck  in  appreciation  of  the  voluntary  interest  generated  by 
Dr.  Louis  A.  Warren,  Director  of  the  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation  at  that  time,  in  having 
a  replica  of  the  heroic  bronze  statue  of  Lincoln  which  Keck  scupltured  for  Wabash,  Indiana, 
placed  in  Hingham,  Massachusetts. 


JUDGE  ROBERT  J.  FEINBERG 
P.O.  BOX  827 
PLATTS BURGH,  NEW  YORK 
12901-0827 
TEL:  (518)  563-6789 

May  10,  1994 

Lincoln  Museum 
P.  0.  Box  1110 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana   46801 

Dear  Sirs: 

Apparently  by  virtue  of  my  membership  in  the  Abraham 
Lincoln  Association,  I  have  recently  received  from  you 
copies  of  your  excellent  publication,  "Lincoln  Lore"  #1839 
and  #1840.   If  this  is  a  regular  benefit  of  my  membership 
in  the  ALA,  I  thank  you.   If  not,  I  would  appreciate  being 
advised  with  respect  to  continued  receipt  of  the  same. 

I  am  taking  the  liberty  of  enclosing  herewith  a  photo- 
graph of  a  statue  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  which  I  own,  sculpted 
by  the  renowned  sculptor,  Charles  Keck,  together  with  a 
descriptive  sheet.   As  you  are  undoubtedly  aware,  he  sculpted 
the  statue  of  Lincoln  which  stands  in  Wabash,  Indiana. 

After  much  agonizing  over  the  matter,  I  have  decided  to 
sell  my  statue  and  am  wondering  whether  your  organization 
would  be  interested  in  acquiring  it.   The  asking  price  is 
$75,000.   If  you  are  interested,  I  would  be  pleased  to 
arrange  for  safe,  secure  delivery. 

If  you  are  not  interested  in  acquiring  this  statue, 
perhaps  you  might  know  of  some  other  museum,  organization, 
society,  collector  or  dealer  who  would  be  interested,  in 
which  event  I  would  be  grateful  for  any  information  which 
you  might  provide  me. 

Thanking  you  in  advance  for  your  consideration,  I  am 

Very  truly  yours, 


ROBERT  J.  FEINBERG 


/ 


JUDGE  ROBERT  J.  FEINBERG 

P.  0.  BOX  827 

PLATTSBURGH,  N.  Y.    12901-0827 

TEL:  (518)  563-6789 
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BRONZE  STATUE  OF  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN 


SCULPTED  BY  THE  RENOWNED  AMERICAN  SCULPTOR,  CHARLES  KECK. 
SIGNED  "C.  KECK,  Sc." 

THE  BRONZE  STATUE  IS  30  INCHES  HIGH  AND  THE  BRONZE  BASE  IS  2 
INCHES  HIGH.   TOTAL  HEIGHT:  32  INCHES. 

PRICE:  NEGOTIABLE.   PERSONAL  INSPECTION  AND/OR  DELIVERY  CAN  BE 

ARRANGED  AT  YOUR  CONVENIENCE. 

NEARBY  EXAMPLES  OF  KECK  '  S  WORK  ARE  THE  MONUMENT  TO  ST.  ISAAC 
JOGUES,  THE  MARTYRED  MISSIONARY  PRIEST,  AT  FORT  GEORGE  PARK, 
LAKE  GEORGE,  N.  Y.,  AND  THE  LIBERTY  MONUMENT,  AT  THE  TICONDEROGA, 
N.  Y.,  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY  LIBRARY  AND  MUSEUM. 


KECK,  CHARLES. 

Sculptor.  Born  NYC,  September  9,  1875.  Pupil  of  Na- 
tional Academy  of  Design;  Art  Students  League  of  New 
York;  Philip  Martiny;  Augustus  Saint -Gaudens;  Ameri- 
can Academy  in  Rome;  studied  further  in  Greece, 
Florence,  and  Paris.  Member:  Associate,  National  Acad- 
emy of  Design;  National  Sculpture  Society,  1906;  New 
York  Architectural  League,  1909;  Numismatic  Society; 
Allied  Artists  of  America;  American  Federation  of  Arts: 
Alumni  Association,  American  Academy  in  Rome. 
Award:  Rinehart  Scholarship  to  Rome,  1901-05;  gold 
medal,  Architectural  League  of  New  York,  1926.  Work: 
"Stonewall  Jackson,"  Charlottesville,  VA;  "Booker  T. 
Washington,"  Tuskegee,  AL;  George  Washington  Monu- 
ment, Palermo  Park,  Buenos  Aires;  Sloane  Tablet,  Robert 
College,  Constantinople;  Lewis  and  Clark  Monument, 
Charlottesville,  VA;  Citizen  Soldier,  Irvington,  NJ;  Mo- 
hammed Statue,  Institute  of  Arts  and  Sciences,  Brooklyn, 
NY;  Soldiers'  Memorial,  Brooklyn;  "George  F.Johnson,' 
Binghamton,  NY;  "George  Rogers  Clark,"  Springfield, 
Ohio;  Liberty  Monument,  Ticonderoga,  NY;  Memorial 
Tablet  and  Friendship  Panel,  Yale  University  Club,  NYC; 
Soldiers'  Memorial,  Harrisonburg,  VA;  War  Memorial, 
Montclair,  NJ;  Columbia  University  Pylons  (2)  Science 
and  Letters,  NYC;  Wrenn  Tablet— Tennis  Champion, 
Forest  Hills  Stadium,  LI;  Mitchell  Monument,  Scranton 
PA;  Pittsburgh  Soldiers'  Monument,  Pittsburgh;  Swopr 

Iviem-„;.U.,  muijuj  ^-»<-jfi  o*^,  UVIUH.10    iViuiiuliiciil,   Ljyn 

chburg,  VA;  Souvenir  Gold  Dollar,  San  Francisco  Exposi 
tion;  Souvenir  Half  Dollar  Sesqui -Centennial  Exposition 
and  United  States  Steamship  "Maine"  Memorial  Tablets 
for  United  States  Government;  sculpture  on  the  Nev 
York  State  Education  Building,  Albany  NY;  Manchestt 
Bridge,  Pittsburgh;  Pittsburgh  City  Hall;  Wilmington 
City  Hall;  Oakland  City  Hall;  busts  of  Patrick  Henry, 
James  Madison,  Hall  of  Fame,  NY;  statue  of  Lincoln, 
Wabash,  IN.  Address  in  1933,  40  W  10th  Street,  NYC. 
Died  in  1951. 


Ch 


arles 


Keck 


1875-1951 


Born  and  died  in  New  York.  Alter  studying 
at  the  Art  Students  League  and  the  National 
Academy  ot  Design,  Keck  was  a  student  of 
Philip  Martiny  and  Saint  -Gaudens  irom  1893 
to  iSijS.  He  received  a  Rinehart  scholarship 
and  continued   his  studies  at   the  American 
Academy  in  Rome  lrom  1900  to  1904,  with 
trip1-  to  Florence,  Paris,  and  Greece.  When 
lie  returned,  he  opened  a  studio  in  New  \  ork. 
In   1909  he  made  a  statue  of  Mohammed  or 
The  (icnius  ot  Islam  lor  the  facade  of  the 
Brooklyn  Museum.  His  Victory  in  Montclair, 
?m->\   jcrseyj  "us  awarocd  a  Mcciai  or  Honor 
by  the  Architectural  League  in  1926.  The  Ma- 
sonic order  gave  him  the  Grand  Medal  for 
Distinguished  Achievement  tor  his  statue  of 
the  World  War  chaplain   Father  Dully,  in 
Times  Square,  New  York. 

Keck  was  a  member  ot  the  National  Sculp- 
ture Society,  the  Architectural  League  of 
New  York,  the  National  Academy  of  Design, 
mh\  the  American  Numismatic  Society. 
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